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"Every individual in the world is born therein with legitimate claims on a certain kind of property, or its 

equivalent." 
 
"To preserve the benefits of what is called civilized life, and to remedy at the same time the evil which it 

has produced, ought to considered as one of the first objects of reformed legislation."   
 
"Whether that state that is proudly, perhaps erroneously, called civilization, has most promoted or most 

injured the general happiness of man is a question that may be strongly contested. On one side, the 
spectator is dazzled by splendid appearances; on the other, he is shocked by extremes of 
wretchedness; both of which it has erected. The most affluent and the most miserable of the human 
race are to be found in the countries that are called civilized."   

 
"To understand what the state of society ought to be, it is necessary to have some idea of the natural and 

primitive state of man; such as it is at this day among the Indians of North America. There is not, in 
that state, any of those spectacles of human misery which poverty and want present to our eyes in all 
the towns and streets in Europe." 

 
"Poverty, therefore, is a thing created by that which is called civilized life. It exists not in the natural state. 

On the other hand, the natural state is without those advantages which flow from agriculture, arts, 
science and manufactures."   



 
"The life of an Indian is a continual holiday, compared with the poor of Europe; and, on the other hand it 

appears to be abject when compared to the rich. Civilization, therefore, or that which is so-called, has 
operated two ways: to make one part of society more affluent, and the other more wretched, than 
would have been the lot of either in a natural state." 

 
"It is always possible to go from the natural to the civilized state, but it is never possible to go from the 

civilized to the natural state. The reason is that man in a natural state, subsisting by hunting, requires 
ten times the quantity of land to range over to procure himself sustenance, than would support him in a 
civilized state, where the earth is cultivated." 

 
"When, therefore, a country becomes populous by the additional aids of cultivation, art and science, there 

is a necessity of preserving things in that state; because without it there cannot be sustenance for 
more, perhaps, than a tenth part of its inhabitants. The thing, therefore, now to be done is to remedy 
the evils and preserve the benefits that have arisen to society by passing from the natural to that which 
is called the civilized state." 

 
"In taking the matter upon this ground, the first principle of civilization ought to have been, and ought still 

to be, that the condition of every person born into the world, after a state of civilization commences, 
ought not to be worse than if he had been born before that period."   

 
"But the fact is that the condition of millions, in every country in Europe, is far worse than if they had 

been born before civilization begin, had been born among the Indians of North America at the present. I 
will show how this fact has happened." 

 
"It is a position not to be controverted that the earth, in its natural, cultivated state was, and ever would 

have continued to be, the common property of the human race. In that state every man would have 
been born to property. He would have been a joint life proprietor with rest in the property of the soil, 
and in all its natural productions, vegetable and animal." 

 
"But the earth in its natural state, as before said, is capable of supporting but a small number of 

inhabitants compared with what it is capable of doing in a cultivated state. And as it is impossible to 



separate the improvement made by cultivation from the earth itself, upon which that improvement is 
made, the idea of landed property arose from that parable connection; but it is nevertheless true, that it 
is the value of the improvement, only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property." 

 
"Every proprietor, therefore, of cultivated lands, owes to the community a ground-rent (for I know of no 

better term to express the idea) for the land which he holds; and it is from this ground-rent that the 
fund proposed in this plan is to issue."   

 
"It is deducible, as well from the nature of the thing as from all the stories transmitted to us, that the idea 

of landed property commenced with cultivation, and that there was no such thing, as landed property 
before that time. It could not exist in the first state of man, that of hunters. It did not exist in the 
second state, that of shepherds: neither Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, nor Job, so far as the history of the 
Bible may credited in probable things, were owners of land." 

 
"Their property consisted, as is always enumerated in flocks and herds, they traveled with them from 

place to place. The frequent contentions at that time about the use of a well in the dry country of 
Arabia, where those people lived, also show that there was no landed property. It was not admitted that 
land could be claimed as property." 

 
"There could be no such thing as landed property originally. Man did not make the earth, and, though he 

had a natural right to occupy it, he had no right to locate as his property in perpetuity any part of it; 
neither did the Creator of the earth open a land-office, from whence the first title-deeds should issue. 
Whence then, arose the idea of landed property? I answer as before, that when cultivation began the 
idea of landed property began with it, from the impossibility of separating the improvement made by 
cultivation from the earth itself, upon which that improvement was made." 

 
"The value of the improvement so far exceeded the value of the natural earth, at that time, as to absorb 

it; till, in the end, the common right of all became confounded into the cultivated right of the individual. 
But there are, nevertheless, distinct species of rights, and will continue to be, so long as the earth 
endures." 

 



"It is only by tracing things to their origin that we can gain rightful ideas of them, and it is by gaining such 
ideas that we, discover the boundary that divides right from wrong, and teaches every man to know his 
own. I have entitled this tract "Agrarian Justice" to distinguish it from "Agrarian Law."" 

 
"Nothing could be more unjust than agrarian law in a country improved by cultivation; for though every 

man, as an inhabitant of the earth, is a joint proprietor of it in its natural state, it does not follow that 
he is a joint proprietor of cultivated earth. The additional value made by cultivation, after the system 
was admitted, became the property of those who did it, or who inherited it from them, or who 
purchased it. It had originally no owner. While, therefore, I advocate the right, and interest myself in 
the hard case of all those who have been thrown out of their natural inheritance by the introduction of 
the system of landed property, I equally defend the right of the possessor to the part which is his."   

 
"Cultivation is at least one of the greatest natural improvements ever made by human invention. It has 

given to created earth a tenfold value. But the landed monopoly that began with it has produced the 
greatest evil. It has dispossessed more than half the inhabitants of every nation of their natural 
inheritance, without providing for them, as ought to have been done, an indemnification for that loss, 
and has thereby created a species of poverty and wretchedness that did not exist before."   

 
"In advocating the case of the persons thus dispossessed, it is a right, and not a charity, that I am 

pleading for. But it is that kind of right which, being neglected at first, could not be brought forward 
afterwards till heaven had opened the way by a revolution in the system of government. Let us then do 
honor to revolutions by justice, and give currency to their principles by blessings."   

 
"Having thus in a few words, opened the merits of the case, I shall now proceed to the plan I have to 

propose, which is," 
 
"To create a national fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person, when arrived at the age of 

twenty-one years, the sum of fifteen pounds sterling, as a compensation in part, for the loss of his or 
her natural inheritance, by the introduction of the system of landed property:" 

 
"And also, the sum of ten pounds per annum, during life, to every person now living, of the age of fifty 

years, and to all others as they shall arrive at that age."   



 
 
"MEANS BY WHICH THE FUND IS TO BE CREATED"  
 
"I have already established the principle, namely, that the earth, in its natural uncultivated state was, and 

ever would have continued to be, the common property of the human race; that in that state, every 
person would have been born to property; and that the system of landed property, by its inseparable 
connection with cultivation, and with what is called civilized life, has absorbed the property of all those 
whom it dispossessed, without providing, as ought to have been done, an indemnification for that loss."   

 
"The fault, however, is not in the present possessors. No complaint is tended, or ought to be alleged 

against them, unless they adopt the crime by opposing justice. The fault is in the system, and it has 
stolen perceptibly upon the world, aided afterwards by the agrarian law of the sword. But the fault can 
be made to reform itself by successive generations; and without diminishing or deranging the property 
of any of present possessors, the operation of the fund can yet commence, and in full activity, the first 
year of its establishment, or soon after, as I shall show."   

 
"It is proposed that the payments, as already stated, be made to every person, rich or poor. It is best to 

make it so, to prevent invidious distinctions. It is also right it should be so, because it is in lieu of the 
natural inheritance, which, as a right, belongs to every man, over and above property he may have 
created, or inherited from those who did. Such persons as do not choose to receive it can throw it into 
the common fund."   

 
"Taking it then for granted that no person ought to be in a worse condition when born under what is called 

a state of civilization, than he would have been had he been born in a state of nature, and that 
civilization ought to have made, and ought still to make, provision for that purpose, it can only be done 
by subtracting from property a portion equal in value to the natural inheritance it has absorbed."   

 
"Various methods may be proposed for this purpose, but that which appears to be the best (not only 

because it will operate without deranging any present possessors, or without interfering with the 
collection of taxes or emprunts necessary for the purposes of government and the Revolution, but 
because it will be the least troublesome and the most effectual, and also because the subtraction will be 



made at a time that best admits it) is at the moment that property is passing by the death of one 
person to the possession of another. In this case, the bequeather gives nothing: the receiver pays 
nothing. The only matter to him is that the monopoly of natural inheritance, to which there never was a 
right, begins to cease in his person. A generous man would not wish it to continue, and a just man will 
rejoice to see it abolished."  

 
... .   
 
I"t is not charity but a right, not bounty but justice, that I am pleading for. The present state of civilization 

is as odious as it is unjust. It is absolutely the opposite of what it should be, and it is necessary that a 
revolution should be made in it. The contrast of affluence and wretchedness continually meeting and 
offending the eye, is like dead and living bodies chained together. Though I care as little about riches as 
any man, I am a friend to riches because they are capable of good."  

 
"I care not how affluent some may be, provided that none be miserable in consequence of it. But it is 

impossible to enjoy affluence with the felicity it is capable of being enjoyed, while so much misery is 
mingled in the scene. The sight of the misery, and the unpleasant sensations it suggests, which, though 
they may be suffocated cannot be extinguished, are a greater drawback upon the felicity of affluence 
than the proposed ten per cent upon property is worth. He that would not give the one to get rid of the 
other has no charity, even for himself."  

 
"There are, in every country, some magnificent charities established by individuals. It is, however, but 

little that any individual can do, when the whole extent of the misery to be relieved is considered. He 
may satisfy his conscience, but not his heart. He may give all that he has, and that all will relieve but 
little. It is only by organizing civilization upon such principles as to act like a system of pulleys, that the 
whole weight of misery can be removed."  

 
"The plan here proposed will reach the whole. It will immediately relieve and take out of view three 

classes of wretchedness-the blind, the lame, and the aged poor; and it will furnish the rising generation 
with means to prevent their becoming poor; and it will do this without deranging or interfering with any 
national measures."  

 



"To show that this will be the case, it is sufficient to observe that the operation and effect of the plan will, 
in all cases, be the same as if every individual were voluntarily to make his will and dispose of his 
property in the manner here proposed."  

 
"But it is justice, and not charity, that is the principle of the plan. In all great cases it is necessary to have 

a principle more universally active than charity; and, with respect to justice, it ought not to be left to 
the choice of detached individuals whether they will do justice or not. Considering, then, the plan on the 
ground of justice, it ought to be the act of the whole growing spontaneously out of the principles of the 
revolution, and the reputation of it ought to be national and not individual."  

 
"A plan upon this principle would benefit the revolution by the energy that springs from the consciousness 

of justice. It would multiply also the national resources; for property, like vegetation, increases by 
offsets. When a young couple begin the world, the difference is exceedingly great whether they begin 
with nothing or with fifteen pounds apiece. With this aid they could buy a cow, and implements to 
cultivate a few acres of land; and instead of becoming burdens upon society, which is always the case 
where children are produced faster than they can be fed, would be put in the way of becoming useful 
and profitable citizens. The national domains also would sell the better if pecuniary aids were provided 
to cultivate them in small lots." 

 
"It is the practice of what has unjustly obtained the name of civilization (and the practice merits not to be 

called either charity or policy) to make some provision for persons becoming poor and wretched only at 
the time they become so. Would it not, even as a matter of economy, be far better to adopt means to 
prevent their becoming poor? This can best be done by making every person when arrived at the age of 
twenty-one years an inheritor of something to begin with."   

 
"The rugged face of society, checkered with the extremes of affluence and want, proves that some 

extraordinary violence has been committed upon it, and calls on justice for redress. The great mass of 
the poor in countries are become an hereditary race, and it is next to impossible them to get out of that 
state of themselves. It ought also to be observed that this mass increases in all countries that are called 
civilized. re persons fall annually into it than get out of it."  

 



"Though in a plan of which justice and humanity are the foundation principles, interest ought not to be 
admitted into the calculation, yet it is always of advantage to the establishment of any plan to show 
that it beneficial as a matter of interest. The success of any proposed plan submitted to public 
consideration must finally depend on the numbers interested in supporting it, united with the justice of 
its principles."  

 
"The plan here proposed will benefit all, without injuring any. It will consolidate the interest of the republic 

with that of the individual. To the numerous class dispossessed of their natural inheritance by the 
system of landed property it will be an act of national justice. To persons dying possessed of moderate 
fortunes it will operate as a tontine to their children, more beneficial than the sum of money paid into 
the fund: and it will give to the accumulation of riches a degree of security that none of old 
governments of Europe, now tottering on their foundations, can give."  

 
... .  
 
"It is from the overgrown acquisition of property that the fund will support itself ... ."  
 
"I have made the calculations stated in this plan, upon what is called personal, as well as upon landed 

property. The reason for making it upon land is already explained; and the reason for taking personal 
property into the calculation is equally well founded though on a different principle. Land, as before 
said, is the free gift of the Creator in common to the human race. Personal property is the effect of 
society; and it is as impossible for an individual to acquire personal property without the aid of society, 
as it is for him to make land originally."  

 
"Separate an individual from society, and give him an island or a continent to possess, and he cannot 

acquire personal property. He cannot be rich. So inseparably are the means connected with the end, in 
all cases, that where the former do not exist the latter cannot be obtained. All accumulation, therefore, 
of personal property, beyond what a man's own hands produce, is derived to him by living in society; 
and he owes on every principle of justice, of gratitude, and of civilization, a part of that accumulation 
back again to society from whence the whole came."  

 



"This is putting the matter on a general principle, and perhaps it is best to do so; for if we examine the 
case minutely it will be found that the accumulation of personal property is, in many instances, the 
effect of paying too little for the labor that produced it; the consequence of which is that the working 
hand perishes in old age, and the employer abounds in affluence."   

 
 


